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A DEBATE ON THE MORAL AND LEGAL

PERSPECTIVES OF HUMAN CLONING

BANNIN G
THE

CLONE!
Despite widespread suspicion of and medical

objections to the concept of human cloning, there

remain ethical and pragmatic arguments in favour

of the practice - tempting some scientists to push

the limits of experimentation by exploiting

loopholes in fledgling attempts at international

regulation. Professor of Law, Lori Andrews,

discusses the various viewpoints

TEXT LORI ANDREWS

On the 5th of December 1997, Richard Seed shocked the scientific

community by announcing that he intended to begin cloning human

beings. Seed, the maverick founder of an American reproductive

technology company, planned to use the techniques that Ian Wilmut and

Keith Campbell in Scotland had developed to create Dolly the sheep, the
first cloned mammal. Dolly resulted from the transfer of nucleic DNA

from an adult mammary tissue cell to the enucleated egg cell- one in

which the nucleus had been extracted - of an unrelated sheep, followed by
gestation in a third, surrogate mother sheep.l ~




