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PRESIDENTIAL POWERS
By Harold J. Krent

"Krent's mastery of both the history and the law surrounding presidential power assures
that the book will be a significant and unique contribution to its field."
-William Marshall, University of North Carolina School of Law

Originally articulated in Article 11 of the Constitution, presidential powers are dictated
today by judicial as well as historical precedent. To better understand the ways the
president wields power as well as how this power is kept in check by other branches of
government, Harold J. Krent presents three overlapping determinants of the president's
role under the Constitution—the need for presidential initiative in administering the law
and providing foreign policy leadership, the importance of maintaining the
congressional control over policymaking, and the imperative to ensure that the
president be accountable to the public.

Krent's examination is sweeping, ranging from the president's ability to appoint and
remove executive branch officers, to the president's role in proposing and implementing
treaties and the power to conduct war, to the extent the president can refuse to turn over
information in response to congressional and judicial requests. Finally, Krent addresses
the history and purposes of presidential pardons.

By drawing on historic and contemporary presidential actions to illustrate his points,
Krent reminds us that the president is both an exalted leader with the regalia of power
and an American who is and should be accountable to fellow citizens—important
considerations was we elect and assess our presidents.

Harold J. Krent is dean and professor of law at the Chicago-Kent College of Law.
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